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T having pleaſed the King, to emit a gracious Declaration for 

Liberty of Conſcience, and it being more than probable, that the 

matter thereof, may be the Subjeft of the next Parliement; I 

do here preſent you ( my old Friend ) with ſome of the Mo- 

'B tives, inclining me to exert my felt to my Ability, when cal- 
© Hed to it (. whatſoever Oppoſition or Cenſure, may therein attend me ) 
© for the Elettion of ſuch Members as may concur with his Majeſty, in 
giving SanCtion to this Indu/gence (it being what we have long wanted, 
and wiſhed for } and ia ſecuring it to afrer Ages, which is as undoubted - 

- Iythe King's Royal Purpoſe, as it is our common Intereſt z my Rea- 


are. 

'2z, Thatherein 1 hallbe found to a& in conſiſtency with my conftant 
Principle, for I always eſteemed it, to be a glorious Work, to ſet Con- 
ſcience free from Church-Tyranny, and to extricate the Nation from 
"the intolerable Burden of deſtructive Penal Lows, 

& 2. That 


(2) 
2. That in the preſent Undertaking 3 I ſee my Gechrity, we have in 
this bappy. JunRure , _the Advantage. .of promoting  whiat we highly 
prize, and that/with his Majeſtie's. Royal Recommendation; ſo we are 
iafe ( whoever ſharles ) it conforaiing, to..{o great, {o. goodsand" fo 
wiſe a Reſolution, .as the King hs propitioulſy taken,, And.moreover, 

3. Gratitude to his Majeſly for this Declaration, and for his gracious 
Proclamation of Pardon.of the 10th, of March 1685, engages and ſpurs 
me ( a3 1 lope it' will do- Multitudes ) to promote with thy utmoſt 
Might, this preſent, Work, 85 It 15 a thingacceptable. to the King. 

To add no more, theſe Reaſons are prevalent with me, and if they 
may diſpoſe you to contribute ro the making proper Z/e#rons, ſo that 
kis Majeſtie*s gracious Purpoſe, for the Reljef and Tranquility of his. 
People, may.notbe fruſtrared, by unreaſonable Malecontents ,.it will: 
be moſt grateful to me; for Iknow'you to be yery capable,, of-contri- 
buting ſignificantly to this publick Good. 

I perceive that ſomeof your Neighbours are beating their Brains for 
Arguments, to juſtity the mm the perſecuting Laws, and the dif- 
criminating, and-moſt unreatonable Te: With me it is out of Queſtions. 
that thoſe Men, are very narrow ſouP'd, and their Maxims ill grounded ;. 
pray therefore bear with me, that I preſent you with my Thoughts, of 
the great Point now agitated, Liberty of Conſcience, or Tolerat ion. 

I am welt fartsfie@, of the Truth, and Stability of the following Po- 
fitions, and he that is ſo, mult ceaſe to- Love Perſecution. _ 

1. Liberty of Conſcience is conſonant to the Goſpel which no where 
countenances Force and Compullion. | | 
. 2. To grant this Liberty, is the true Intereſt both of Prince and Peo- 

ple, to evince the. Truth of theſe, let it be conſidered as to the firſt: 

That Liberty of Conſcience is.conſonant to the Goſpel. It is a Goſpel 
of Peace, and notof Force and Fury: If ſo, it is moſt unbeſceming this 
Goſpel, to do things-rafhly and violently, for its Advancement, it is 
not to. beſo. propagated ; Its Language is, he that believes ſhall br ſavtd. 
And our bleſſed Lord, and his 4 pax les. ( who had the command of all 
Power ) to bring Men to this Faith, uſed Inſtruction, Perſwaſion, and 
Reaſoning, . but. never- went about to deal with Mens Conſciences, by 
Violence ; they uſed no. Sword but that of tþe Spirit, and left every 
Man to his own Light-- 

Error, as well as Truth, is ſeated in the Mind, of Man, and we are 
without one Inſtance fince the Creation, whereCompullion ever wrought 
a Change in any ones Principles, tho it hath wrought on mary, to de- 
ny or conceal their Opinions. The Soul of Man is out of the reach of 
the Magiſtrates Sword, and therefore *tis as vain to pretend to Hoe 
What 


what I ſhall believe, and to force 2 2. 2 Faith of any thing, as 'tis to 
attempt to bring the-Angels under an outward ſecular Power. Com- 
pulſion-nndoubtedly will diſpoſe a Man to hate whatioever is ſo propo- 
ſed, and not better evinced, To proceed, 

2, T hat Liberty of Conſcience is. the Intereſt both of the King and his 

People, this is well proved, by the invincible Realons in his Majcſtics 
- 'gratious Declaration,- which are theſe. 

, 1. The Glory of the King. | 2.” The Peoples Peace. 3. Union be- 
-tween the King and his People. 4; The Unreaſonabl-nels of conſtrzin» 
ing. Conſcience,” .@nd forccing People in matters of meer Religion. 
5-: The Miſchiefs of /Compullion by ſpoiling Trade,. depopulating Co: n- 
tries » and diſcouraging Strargers, Aud. laſtly, gbe il Succets whicn 
«Force has bad in Religious Matters, wkich- lhews the invincible Difli- 
culties which attend thoſe Methods. 

1. The” Glory of; the King. Will any Member of the Church of Fr7- 
4and ( fofam'd for Loyalty ) repine #t his Majeſties being truly G!or i- 
.ous? ſurely no; and hath not this his Att of Tendernels, added high- 
-ly to his Glory? It undoubtedly hath : It ſecures -not only common 
-Homage of Obedience , and SubjeCtion to his Majeſty; bur with it, thet 

more noble, of the Hearts and AﬀeCtions, of a very great multitude of 
his People, who are ſober, ſerious, induſtrious, and alio wealthy ; theſe 
by Perſecution have been made keartleſs in themlelves, and uſelels in 
avery great Meaſure, tothe King, and Kingdom : | ſay this Indu/geree 
hath ſecured to the King the Hearts of his diſſenting Subjets, who 
are brought to depend upon him, and they will love him, who favours 
and protects them, and hath put them into a Poſture, than which they 
can never hope for a better; and ſeeing the Church of Zzgland cannor 
but love him, and be Loyal, heis without Controverſy become the moſt 
Glorious, becauſe the greateſt, and moſt belaved Prince, that ever yer 
inayed the Engliſh Scepter. | 

2. The Peoples Peace. Do not we know by ſad Experience, how 
greatly Coercion in things relating to God and Conſcience, has diltur- 

the Peace of Mankind, and created terrivle Concuſfions in theſe 
Kingdoms? What lamentable Divilions and Animoſities, have we be- 
held to ſpring from the Execution of the Penal Laws, and how diſmal- 
ly fad have been their Effefts? It is not reaſonable to imagine that 
Perſecution ſhould not diſguſt thoſe who ſuffer 3 and By-[tanders ( tho 
otherwiſe perſwaded as to Religion ) are Giſſatisfied , to behold their 
peaceavle honeſt dealing Neighbours, torn to pieces for Conlcience 
lake, ſuch are diſpoſed to pity the Sufferers, and to dillike the Severi- 


tics wherewith thoy are exerciſed. TIEN 
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3. Union between the King and his People: TIt-1s moſt evident that 
the Diſaffe&tion , which not long ſince had overſpread our Horizon, 


* did fpring from the Severities of the Laws, and of their Execntion. The 


happy Union between Prince and People has been ('if not broken )) toa 
hr ph degree weakened, by 2 miſtaken Maxim, that but-one part of 
his Majeſties SubjeRs ( and that a much lefſer part, than ſome are wil- 
ling they ſhould be thought ) deſerved to live, and to be protected : 
This too predominant Opinion, did manifeſtly narrow the Intereſt of 
the King, by confining it to one Party; but blefſed be God, and the 
King, that we have out lived that fond Conceit, and that we ſee, «that 
Liberty of Conſeienee hath united the Difſenters to his Majefty, that 
he becomes the common Father of all his People. 

4. The Unreafonabtencſs of conſtraining Conſcience, and forcin 
People in matters of meer Religion. Conſcience is God's peculiar, an 
ſo out of Man's Furiſdifion : 1s it not then moſt unreaſonable, to have 
it floating abont at the Will of humane Powers,and to oblige Chriftians to 
ſuffer or to fall in with all Changes of Religion? It is unreaſonabley be- 
cauſe impoſſible, to compel a Man to the Belief of any thing, out of the 


- compaſs of his Knowledg ;. our Lord teftneither Precept nor Preſident for 


ſech a Prattice : Mennnder the Goſpel are firſt to be enlightned, and 
then to prattice in Conformity thereto : The way of dealing with Men 
dy Violence, was in all Ages unſucceſsful, therefore ris more than time 
to explode it; & ad bominem, to give one irrefragible Argument to our 
Church of England ( which at this day, is, or wonld be the Perſ. cator of 
her Brethren; ) Is it not/ unreaſonable, nay abſur*d, that that Church 
which in its Do@rin allows Fudicium diſcretionis, a liberty of judging for 
our ſelves, and pretends not to /nfallibilixy; ſhould require me to change 
my Opinion, and to beof hers, when 1 conceive my fclf to be in the 
Tight, and ſhe hath no infallible Aﬀurance that ſhe ts not in the wrong ? 

5- The Miſchiefs of Compullion, in ſpoiling Trade, depopvlating the 
Ccuntry, and diſcouraging Strangers, amongſt the many miſchievous 
Events which we have ſeen, from the denyal of Ziberry of Conſcience, 


that vpon Trade is not the leaſt, nor to be laſt mentioned : Impoſtion 


In Religion damps mens Undertaking, and hath drove Multitudes 
mto forreign Parts, anc not a few to a Retirement from their Trades, 
znd Vocations, who would otherwiſe have been very uſeful to the 
Common- wealth: Conſcientious Meu havea very ſow Eſteem of all things, 
Fowpared with their religious Liberty ; who will Iay out his Eſtate and 
Trade freely, where the bare exerciſing his Religion, gives vile Infor- 
wers 2 Power to diſpoit him of his Subſtance? TL leratins in the united 
Netherl ands, hath brovght thew from all parts of Exrope, a Cogfluence of 
| Peoples 
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People, and by conſequence of Trefare, and Trade; wherefore their 


t 

, Policy » has heretofore, as much approved our preſling a Uniformity 

C © here, asthey now ſeem diſturbed at our Liberty of Conſcience, it being 

bY which with ſo great Advantage they have long monopolized. And 

J Laſtly,Theill Succeſs which Force in Religious Matters has always been 

: attended with : Compulſion never attained the intended End, it may, | 
: and hath too often made Hypocrites , never ſincere Converts. The | 
; " earneſt deſire of Liberty when refuſed, creates Diſcontents, which | 
boile in the Breaſts of Men, and have too often broken out, to the en- 


dangering Governments; for Perſons of differing Sentiments in Reli- 
| gion will unite inan Oppoſition to the Force about Religious Things, 
which renders every dillenting Party unealy, ſ@.4hatthe Danger ſeems 
to Iye in Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, ahd not-in the having under 
one Goyernmenr ſeveral Perſwaſions and Parties in Religion. 
I ſhall now roeome to the ObjeCtions made againſt this Liberty of 
\ Conſeience, and the Repeal of the Peral Laws, by ſome very warm 
Clergy Men ( for the Church is not alittle divided im this Point, and 
the belt, poſſibly the greateſt part thereof, will: be found not to ap- | 
prove Perſecution. ) | 
1+ They ſay, their Oppoſition ariſes from a Dread of Popery. Toanſwer | 
thcſe Gentlemen, and diſſipate their Fears. 

1. Can the Church of England ( Circumſtances cor.ſidered ) poſſibly 
invent a better Security than ſhe hath by his Majeſties Declaration? That 
firſt of all Declares, that the King will protect and maintain Her, in 
the free Exetciſe of her Religion, as, by Law eſtabliſhed , and in tbe 
quiet and full Enjoyment of all her Poſſeflions without any Moleſtation or 
Diſturbance whatſoever, What world ſhe further have ? Will ſhe call 

"into queſtion the Sincerity of his Majeſties Promiſe? The King intends 
the Concurrence of a ParJiamentfor the eſtabliſhing the /»dalgence, and 
the aboliſhing the Tefs and Penal Lans: It will be then ſcaſonable, for 

' the Church of England toask ber further Security , if (be will pretend 
to ſtznd in need thereof, 

2. Let the Church conſider that the King only takes from her the Pow- 
er of doing Miſchief. She will not pretend to deny his Majcſty Zrberry 
of Conſcience ;, if ſhe doth not, can ſhe expeCt by his Permiflion and Au- 

| thority to cudgel ker fellow SubjeAs into a Communion which he doth 
not approve, ard that aſter he hath ſo ſolemnly declared hisRoyal Jadg- 
ment-to Le againſt all Perfecntion for Conſcicuce ſake? He igtends nog 
to deprive the Church of England of ſuch Laws as are defenſive of her Re- 
ligion and Poſſcſſions, but only to abrogate ſuch Statutes, as the Iniqui- 
ty or ſhort-ſightedacls of paſt Ages hath armed "her with $0 ay +) 

s 


| 
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offend her Neighbours;Laws Wet in themſelves,and which ſhe hath tos 
long, very wickedly executed,and therefore very fit tobe yiclded up. 

The Objetors fear of Popery, by. the Repeal of the Penal Statutes, 
js not eaſily to be-comprehended; let the Papilts, with all other” the 
Kings Subje(ts, be reſtored to what ought to be theirs, by the 'Laws'of 
-God, and ler them have their Birth , and we hayc them in the com- 
* mon lntereſt of the Nation. Such who are in. love with Perſecution,may 
not think to make the Romaniſts uneaſy,in the Retgn of the preſent King; 
let us then weigh it, whether it be not che beſt Dilcretton, to ſecure them 
of Eaſe in the next Reign. = 7% oo | 

Another Objection brovghtfor keeping up the Penal Laws is, That the 
for whom Liberty is deſired, art Faftions , and that it will firengthen theſe 
who have always been pA a Common-Wealth, Of what force this Objeftion 
is, will be ſeen, if ic be confidered. OO. 

That Perſecution foments Faftion, but Liberty wins over the Afale. 
content, if not, it layshim open, and will make every Body ready to. be 
his Executioner. Violence may have forced many to fattious Praftiſes,who 
were not, nor would not chuſe be Fattious, Opprellion making the wile 
Man mad : Give Men Security intheir-worſhipping God, and you may 
ſoon dillinguiſh between Conſcience and FaCtion, It hath been well obſer- 
-vad, that noGovernmetit is endangered by the People it ſeeks to preſerve: 
Did not the Church, by Rigour and Severity in time paſt,drive many Dil: 
ſenters from their Native Country, and force thole who remained, to 
ſhelter themſelves under the Enemies of the Crown? I jaſtify not the 
PraAice,nor can the Fat be denyed: The King isat this Day,by his tranſ- 
cendent Grace & Tenderneſfs toConſciences become Maſter of the Hearts, 
and by conſequence of the Lives and Eftates of his diſſenting SubjeQts. 

I ſhall in the next place take the liberty of offering ſome things to the 
Conſideration of all our Country-men, both of ſuch as are Members of 
. the Church of England, and of Diſſenters. 

1. The Gentlemen of the eſtabliſhed Cburch may pleaſe to remember, 
that their Charch, when brought under, pleaded for Liberty, and thank- 
fully accepted it from the late Uſurpers z_ ſurely then, they will, or ought 
to deport themſelves decently in this Junfure; to their lawful Soveraign 
( eiffering from them in Religion ) and not cenſure, or repine at his Re- 
ſolution to make all his People eaſy , when that ſame Clemency of the 
Kings, ſecures them in their Religion, with the comfortable Addition of 
their Jarge Poſſ:MMans. | 

Let them 'confider their 2ntient. Loyalty (int erwoven with their Reli- 
gion ) and approve themſelves ( againſt thoſe, who begin to accuſe them 
of turning upon the Government ) what they have always boaſted, vnal- 
tcrably Eoyal; ; - Shall 
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'Shall the Fanaticks with alacrity come' into” the King's Intereſt; and 
| wilt the Chutth of England appear ſullen, ſoure and averſe thereto? I 
am confident ſhe'will not : To clear up my meaning herein,letmetell you, 
| rake not the Clergy to conſtitute the Church of England : No, not itn 
conjun&ion with fomecloudy,moroſe & ambitions great Men,who ſeem at 
thisDay to abettheir Diſcontents,but the People who joyn in her Comma« 
vion,}ill be founeto be the beſt, & by farthe greateſt partof that Church. 
The Eccleſiaſticks and ſome of their deſigning Adherents, arc indeed 
" angry, and Why ? Becauſe his Majeſty reſolves they ſhall not confonnd 
their Neighbours: Butdid you ever obſerve a violent perſecnting Mi- 
niſter, to enjoy the Hearts of the P-ople who lent him-their Ears? You 
may remember, that in our late highly contelted Elections of Parliamenc 
Men, we ſaw in many parts of the Kingdom: the rigid , fiery Parſon 
abandoned his by Flock, and galloping to give his ſingle Voice, which 
was all that he and his Horſe could bringin ; the Parilh certainly falling 
in with the Side which he oppoled, and why ? Becauſe deteſting his Spi- 
ritand Principles, they conld not be diſpoſed to eſteem him a good Man 
for whom their Miniſter voted. May this go for ſome fort of meaſure of 
the Churches Intereſt? I think we c2nnot readily have a better, than 
that of the Freedoin of voting in Eletions, how miſerably then will that 
Intereſt be found todwindle, when the Clergy ſhall' come ftript of the 
Advantage of compelling Men into it, by making vſ: of the Kings Name 
(to that they were formerly owing their Succeſs where they found it, 
and not: to the Eſteem they had with therr own Members. ) 1 have heard 
ſome compute, that not above one52h.or 6th. part of the known World 
is'Chriſtian : It will befound that his Majeſties Intereſt in his People, 
vaſtly excels that of the Clergies, -and that the Church of England in the 
Point now diſcuſſed, Liberty of Conſcience, will not be found to compre- 
bend ſuch a partof the Nation, as the Chriftians make of the World. 
Would our Militane Church-men but put on Temper, and ſequeſter ſo 
much Time, as to weigh with calmneſs and deliberation, the Opinions of 
the moſt eminent Divines of their Church, -in the Point of Impoſition, 
would be found no Friends to Perſecution. Reverend Dr. Taylor, 
lite Biſhop of Dewre, thas expretted himſelf for Liberty of Conſcience, viz, 
I ao earneſtly contend, that another Mans Opinion ſhall be no Rule to mine, and 
that my Opinion ſhall be no Snare or Prejudice to my ſelf. In another place that 
learned Man proceeds thus; It is a part of Chriſtian Religion, that the Li- 
berty of Mens Conſtiences ſhould be preſerved in all things, where God bath not- 
fet a Limit. And further — The ſame Mecksſs and Charity ſhould be preſer- 
ved 5n propagating Chriſtianity, which was in its firſt Publication. 
The Reverend and Learned Dr. Stilling fleet did once gy = 
ilchiet. 
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Miſchief of [mpiſition, when he declared his Opinion tobe, That Naw co: 
formity to any ſuſpeted- Prattiſe, required by any Church Governor, . as-the. 
Condition of ber Communion, was lawful, if the thing ſo required, was judg- 
ed nnwarrantable by a Hans own Conſcience. 

I have been told and doubt not the Truth thereof, that a late Reverend 
Prelate, Dr-\ Brownrig ( who lived to ſee the Reſtoration of his late 
Majeſty, and of the Church of England ſecured, tho? not attually accom- 
plilhed) did upon his Death-Bed lament the impoſing perſecating Spi- 
rit, which he foreſaw would return- with the Church -- And I-thiuk 1 
have good ground to ſay ,. that at a late Conference between a Biſhop 
( whole Health is drank throughout the-Kingdom ) and ſome -of his 
Clergy of great note, a dignified DoCtor of eminent Learning, and can- 
dor &« Spirit, did very freely declare ; That he. thought the Church was 


| wnder Gods Diſpleaſure for ber Severity to Difſenters, and that thereupon. | 


the Biſhop lamented that he ever had his Hand in that Work, and de- 
*clared, that ſhould he. be reſtored to Power, he would uſe it better than 
he had done: I with all the Clergymen then preſent and throughout the 
. Kingdom, were ſoreſolved, and would ſhew themtfelves for Peace, by 


. throwing away their Weapons of War. 


2. [ propoſe to the Conſideration of Diſſenters, and -that of every 
Denomination, that as when a Town 1s on Fire every Man ( without 
any great Regard to- what Intimacy or Diſtance hath been- a nongſt 
Neighbours ) doth his beſt to extinguiſh the devouring Flames, ſo that 
they would with unanimity joyn in this common Cauſe, of removing, 
and that for ever, the-undifſtinguithing Inſtruments of Miſchief, the Pe- 


. nal Statutes : They do equally extend to-all, .and may.by turas reach e- 


very Diſſenter. Hath not the Church of England perliſted to exerciſe 
her Severities upon-all Diſſenters within her reach, even in the preſent 
Reign ? Are the: Roman Cathelicks (tho ſheltered by the Kings Religi- 


. en ) willing 'to deliver other. Difſenters with themſelves from thoſe 
. deſtroying Laws, and to ſecure them, from what hath been of -ſo terri- 


fying an 'Aſpe&. in Popery., Perſecution? And will they refuſe-to be 


: paſhakled? 1 cannot imagine they ſhould, 'eſpecially when 1 obſerve 


amongſt them ſuch « wniverſal Serenity ſince his Majeſtics- Declaration. 
They-owe their Eaſe to the Kings Princely Clemency, he invites them 
out of Slavery; if they will, their - Lsberey-may beeltabliſhed ; his Ma- 


i 5:fty is reſolved to do that which. the Church. never would when fhe had 


Power, nor can-we think ſhe would now, if it be true that flie accoits 


' The King with heag.againſt it: Let then all Dillenters ſee their com- 
. ;Mon Intereſt, to approach the King with Duty and AﬀeCtion, and to 
- $ridence._their Affection, .by cloſing. with the happy Opportunity which 

gow 
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© now offers, of ſetting themſelves oe by Law, fecing his Majeſty, calls 
: them toit : But, | 


The Favatick; are told by Church-Mex , That it it not naw Yitice 


| ſeaſonable or ſafe ( | doubt in their Opinion it never will ) and hey 
| promiſe that they will do the Work, Affliction is the bet School, ant l 


hope the Fanaticks have learn'd therein better, than ro be tamp*- 
red withal, and decoy*d into an Oppoſition to his Majeſties fo gract- 
ous Diſpoſition - | | They know the King never broke his Word, that the 
thy and that-with them in this very Point of /ndulgence. ” 
Lappeal herein to the Memories of ſome Men of Note now living, who 


' were of ſo clear Credit, and ſo great Reputation in the Houſe of Com- 
+ mons ( the Difſenters )-that without their Concurrence, an Addreſs 


had not-been obtained for the recalling the late' King's Declaration of 


» Indulgence , which for the time-made the Kingdom happy ; it mult be 
- acknowledged by theſe honeſt well m:a1ing Gentlemen, that they were 


wheedled and cheated of that Indulgence, by the fair Promiſes and Ca- 
reſſes of ſome, who are now allo living, and attempring to play thac 
Game over again - I conclude therefore, with difference to their Quali- 


* ties, that they are not to be again truſted. 


Toprovoke Difſenters to avoid the Rock, and gain afafe Harbour, 
I ſha!l remind them (tho? L would not have it remembered for /engeance, 


"bat for Prevention ſake ) what and how they have ſuffered by the Penal 


Laws, which ſome (© highly ſtruggle to keep up. How many Families 
have we ſeen ruined, by the vexation of Citations, and what quickly 


followed, Excommunications, in the Courts Eccleſiaſtick: The Lawyers 
-fay that Excommunication i a Diſability to ſae for Debts ,' an many 


honeſt Men have found that wicked Advantage made thereof ; | know 
the Name of a Clergy-Man, who to ſupply his Occaſions, borrowed 
Money of a Neighbour, a Diſſenter, and to defraud him of the Money 
( inſtead of Payment ) pleaded that his Creditor ſtand EXCOMmmMmuNICAtE © 
A more-ſevere Step of thoſe Courts was, the burying the Dillſenter a- 
live in a Goal by a Writ de Excommunic.uto Capiends, from which there 
was no Redemption, but'at the Price of 'his Conſcience. Jndeed where 
Men had money, and would farm their Liberty ( not ef ,Couſcience bu: ) 
from Priſon, [ have ſeen the tender hearted Gentlemen 'of Da#ors Com- 
mons (| ſince the Death of his late Majeſty) for Fifteen or Twenty Pound 
paid, half yearly, to reſpit the claping up of an indultrious man,and they 
kave permitted hin:, ti the next Rent Day, to work for his Family. _ » 
That the Drfſenters have been Tenants to under Sheriffs, Clerks 


of the Peace, Town Clerks,, Apparitors, Bailiffs, &e. Is too well known - 
throughout the Kingdom, the firſt came but twice a year, the others 
| B 


quietrerly 


Al 


: ro ), 
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"quipterly or monthiy. {F-theſe Deveurers Teft any thing, the Jaford 
mer iy and oe often ſwept all, and ſometimes Rog a Fuſtices 
_—__ Farm with Beds, Horſes, Cowes, or 'what elſe the Gentcle- 
man wontd, and that at very reaſonable Rates.- 

Are there not alſo, to make-the -Diffenter compleatly miſerable , Imy 
priſbning, Banithing; murdering Laws * Tothem, what can the Inver» - 
tion of Cruelty-it ſelf add ? Have we not,” with regret beheld the Ex: 
ecugion of theſe Laws ? It may poſſibly -be” ſaid -rhat 'none have been 
hanged for 'Noncenformity 4 if fo, we may ſay, thanks to the Kings 
M,rcy, for reſtraining the Churches fooliſh Rage , but *ris -not- a ſmall + 
numer both of Miniſters and others, whcle Lives have been deftroyed 
by 1in; e:ing piping Deaths in noifom -Goals - and Dungeons.” 

Nay the rigorous Execution of theſe too rigid Laws, did not" ſuffice, 
we have known. mafly Informers ſwear by Suels , and very faſly, and 
the Perfured protefted ard rewarded, of which take an Inſtances An 
Informer ( by Trade a Tinker ) ' having manifeſtly perjured himſelf in - 
ſwearing againſt an honeft Gextferian\upon' the! Conventicle At, and 
being incifted for-the Perjury,, the Proſecutor was: hurried by the pro- 
curement of .the Informers Patron , into-no leſs Prifon than the Tower 
of Lond:n, and there cloſely detain®d : The Fillain was rewarded with + 


PF aplace worth Twenty Pound per Anpum, and till enjoys it. But why - * 


ſhould 1 argne with Diſſenters from particular tnſtances, to make them + 
otit of Love with their-Shackles, when *tis evident the whole Kingdom + 
grozns under, and would gladly throw b!F the Burthen of 'theſe oppreſs 
live bloody Laws. DENY 
| hall therefore take my Leave of the D*Nenters with the Story of the 
Tews in godd Nehemial''s time. Hebeing ivformed of the very deplo» 
Table Caſe, of thoſe who were lefr of the Captivity, made an Adareſs 
to-r2e King, repreſenting+the ſa) State of Feru/alem, and petitioned for - 
Leaveto rebnild it - TheKing ( who was the great Arraxerxes )- gave 
2 gracious Anſwer, and not only permitted -ir, but contributed ro'the 
Work; ard Nehtmith ( to the -Grief of Conriiers.) went cheerfully 
00t it. Senballar and Tobian( men of great Power under: the King ) 
apnxared prieved that there was come a man to ſeek the Welfare of 
Tſratl; however Nehemiah invited the Jews to build the Way, and they 
came inanimovlly and cheerfully into-the' Work. 
 Sanballat and Toviah, having drawn"iftto their Faftion, Geſhem an 
Arabian, Jlayghed the Fews to Scorn;, and termed the Work Rebellim 
agamlt the King. Neb miah, knowing that Gol would proſper bim, (mauve - 
£re Oppoſition) proceeded to build,and all the People afliſted, but the Nobles 
"608 obuted not-to the Work s +he Lord, but beld Correſpandence with the Enemy 
Taepldbgand betrayed to him Nehemial?s Couglels. .. $Sav- 


Cay) ES heh 

Sanballat and Tobiah, that Gy _ obſtrult the Work, relq]yed te 
fight the Fews: In this great DiſtreisGod fought ſor ghem, and bzqught 
the Enemies Counſel to nought, and the Fewr made np the Bregches in 
the Wall : Then Sanmballat and his Confederates, betook therhſelves'to 
Flattery and Diſſimulation, and invited Nehemiah again and again to a 
Conference, but he declines the Invitation ,: anſwering, that he was 
doing a great Work, and would- not leave it.” Thereupon Sanballat 


*( Flt pretending F riendfbip ) informed Nehbemial# by Letter, That the 


Heathen reported, and Geſhem {aid it, that he and the Fews thought to 


"yebel , and to make Nehemiah Kings 'and that this would be told the 


King, and therefore Sanballat oftered to Counſel him how to obviate this 
heinous Charge. But Nehemiah ( ſeeing the Snake iu the' Graſs )) re» 
fuſcd-totake Counſel of him, and anſwered Se*dallat,that no ſuch things 


-J 
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were doing, and that hefeigned the Accufation out -of his own Heart: * 


Then theſe Mer of Miſchief, hire falſe Prophets to Propheſy Nehems- 
abs Death, in caſe he did not withdraw: This Plot alſo failed ; Nehe- 
minh ſaying, ſhonld ſuch «a Man as hfiee: So perſiſtivg, the Wall was 


-finiſhed;+ to the Enemies -Confulion, who perceived- at length; that the 


Work was of God: + W {4 be : Wet 
l have made the Hiſtory toolong, the Application ſhall be 'ſhorter. 


Has God put it into the King's Heart to pitty them, who are left of 


the Captivity, ſuch whom Penal Laws have 'not deſtroyed? Let us re- 
turn due Thanks to: God and- the King. - | | 
Are there Saxballats; Tobiah's, and Geſtem's, who vex themſelves that 


federacy with the Arabians, and faile Prophets, and with Tobiah's Cor- 
reſpondents. undermine and- diſcourage-the great Work of delivering 
Conſcience from the pernicious Penal Laws ? Letus with Heart and Hand 


unite therein, and-not be ſeduced by Flattery or Threats, to leave this ' 


lorious Work half done : Dothe Heatben report, and Geſhem (ay, or 


oth falſe S4nballat ſo pretend, that weare overturning the Government , * 


and introducing 'a Common-Wealth? Let us: deport our ſelves with 


+ ſuch Duty and AﬀeQion to the King, that His Agel and his Sxcceſ- 


ſors allo, may tell Sezballat, That no ſuch things, as heTuggeſted, were 
doing by the Kings peaceable d:ffenting Swbjelts, but that the Accuſ- 
tion was '« Filtion of his own wicked Brain; and when this bleſſed 
Work ſhall be finiſhed, may the Enemies thereof be caſt down in their 
ow1-+Eyes, perceiving that this Work was wroughtof our God ; 1am, 
what I always was, and therefore moſt certainly, 


Jonrs - 


Poſtcript, 
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there is come a Man to (eck the Welfare of all his 1/-e:!? Do they in Con- 
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:: T- would beſeech the Chnrch of E- [aud to yield to Chriſt, his own . 
Throne in the Kingdom of. God, and to Magiſtrates their Thrones + 
in the Kingdoms of the World; the whole inward Man is under 

CbriſPs Power, andthe whole 'ontward. Man is under the Magiſtrates, 
' if , the inward and' ontward Man being diſpoſed: of. before ,.whag .* 
room is there left for  Ecelefcaſtical Power ? The Clergy indeed have © 
long pretended to lift up the Afagi/rare to the Throne of Chrifh over ® 
Conſcience, not that they would have him fir” there, but place þ 
upon it,. and we have tcen the Power Eecleſiafitck,, interweaving it * 
. elf with the Power of Princes, . that their Power which was not of © 
God; might be fupported by the-Power which: was of God: But.it . 
may be worth Conſideration. whether they do not-cxalt themſelyes im 2: 
. Chriſt's ftead in the Church, and fet under: their Feet the Adagiftrates © 
Power in the World ; and whether they are-Friends to Magiftracy , fur 
ther than it is {crviceable to. their Ends, who. is -it that diſcerns them * 

- Rot at this Day, venting their Diſcontents againſt the King in Pamph« 

lets and Diſcourſes, and in ſpreading” very falſe News ( in which , with > 

. Foo great - Boldneſs thiy take their full ſming') and whys Becauſe he > 

, will not do albthat they would haye him do, and reftrains their Power * 
.in Religious. Things. And when they mind: his 2fajefty of the Services. * 
they have done him, dothey not doit, in fuch a manner, as hints what - * 

. they can do'apainitrbim, as well as for him, if he will not ſerve their © 

Deſigns? But (theſe Gentlemen demand , Would you have no Laws: Yew > 

but no other in' God's Kingdom, but: his: own Laws, thoſe only being 

- Proper, and adequate, and therefore. a Thouſand times better than all > 

. the Lawsof Men, which never acquired any other fort of Proſelytes, than > 

1och.as the young Adan inthe Story-in Frithe's Anſwer to the Bilhopof. © 

. Recbeftey 35 which is this; A young Man' having betield'his Fathers Afar- > 

;- ty#dom; the Officers ( layin} bold" of bim, -and of that -Opportunity ts © 

. wajh his Converſion) examined him 'of his Faith ; the Youth*diſmay'd, _* 

. and fearing his Father's Fate, anſwered., Gentlemen, [ belicue even as 
..t pleaſath you. Onur Church hath of late Years ( by breathing out * 
Threatnings, Puniſhments, lmpriſonments, &c.') made too many ſuch 


Conyerts. | 
| -Oxce mere adicne 
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